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(3) If a research subject needs treat-
ment in a medical emergency for a con-
dition covered by this section, VA med-
ical facility directors shall provide rea-
sonable reimbursement for the emer-
gency treatment in a non-VA facility. 

(c) For purposes of this section, ‘‘VA 
employee’’ means any person appointed 
by VA as an officer or employee and 
acting within the scope of his or her 
appointment (VA appoints officers and 
employees under title 5 and title 38 of 
the United States Code). 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 7303) 

[63 FR 11124, Mar. 6, 1998] 

CARE DURING CERTAIN DISASTERS AND 
EMERGENCIES 

§ 17.86 Provision of hospital care and 
medical services during certain dis-
asters and emergencies under 38 
U.S.C. 1785. 

(a) This section sets forth regulations 
regarding the provision of hospital care 
and medical services under 38 U.S.C. 
1785. 

(b) During and immediately following 
a disaster or emergency referred to in 
paragraph (c) of this section, VA under 
38 U.S.C. 1785 may furnish hospital care 
and medical services to individuals (in-
cluding those who otherwise do not 
have VA eligibility for such care and 
services) responding to, involved in, or 
otherwise affected by that disaster or 
emergency. 

(c) For purposes of this section, a dis-
aster or emergency means: 

(1) A major disaster or emergency de-
clared by the President under the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5121 et seq.) (Stafford Act); or 

(2) A disaster or emergency in which 
the National Disaster Medical System 
established pursuant to section 2811(b) 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 300hh–11(b)) is activated either 
by the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services under paragraph (3)(A) of that 
section or as otherwise authorized by 
law. 

(d) For purposes of paragraph (b) of 
this section, the terms hospital care and 
medical services have the meanings 
given such terms by 38 U.S.C. 1701(5) 
and 1701(6). 

(e) Unless the cost of care is charged 
at rates agreed upon in a sharing 
agreement as described in § 17.102(e), 
the cost of hospital care and medical 
services provided under this section to 
an officer or employee of a department 
or agency of the United States (other 
than VA) or to a member of the Armed 
Forces shall be calculated in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 17.102(c) 
and (h). Other individuals who receive 
hospital care or medical services under 
this section are responsible for the cost 
of the hospital care or medical services 
when charges are mandated by Federal 
law (including applicable appropriation 
acts) or when the cost of care or serv-
ices is not reimbursed by other-than- 
VA Federal departments or agencies. 
When individuals are responsible under 
this section for the cost of hospital 
care or medical services, VA will bill in 
the amounts calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of § 17.102(h), with-
out applying the exception provided in 
the first paragraph of § 17.102. 

(f) VA may furnish care and services 
under this section to a veteran without 
regard to whether that individual is en-
rolled in the VA healthcare system 
under 38 U.S.C. 1705 and § 17.36 of this 
part. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1785) 

[73 FR 26946, May 12, 2008] 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND HEALTH- 
CARE ELIGIBILITY PROTECTION FOR 
PENSION RECIPIENTS 

§ 17.90 Medical care for veterans re-
ceiving vocational training under 
38 U.S.C. chapter 15. 

Hospital care, nursing home care and 
medical services may be provided to 
any veteran who is participating in a 
vocational training program under 38 
U.S.C. chapter 15. 

(a) For purposes of determining eligi-
bility for this medical benefit, the 
term participating in a vocational train-
ing program under 38 U.S.C. chapter 15 
means the same as the term partici-
pating in a rehabilitation program under 
38 U.S.C. chapter 31 as defined in 
§ 17.47(j). Eligibility for such medical 
care will continue only while the vet-
eran is participating in the vocational 
training program. 
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(b) The term hospital care and medical 
services means class V dental care, pri-
ority III medical services, nursing 
home care and non-VA hospital care 
and/or fee medical/dental care if VA is 
unable to provide the required medical 
care economically at VA or other gov-
ernment facilities because of geo-
graphic inaccessibility or because of 
the unavailability of the required serv-
ices at VA facilities. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524, 1525, 1516) 

[51 FR 19330, May 29, 1986, as amended at 56 
FR 3422, Jan. 30, 1991. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21965, 21967, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.91 Protection of health-care eligi-
bility. 

Any veteran whose entitlement to 
VA pension is terminated by reason of 
income from work or training shall, 
subject to paragraphs (a) and (b) of this 
section, retain for 3 years after the ter-
mination, the eligibility for hospital 
care, nursing home care and medical 
services (not including dental) which 
the veteran otherwise would have had 
if the pension had not been terminated 
as a result of the veteran’s receipt of 
earnings from activity performed for 
remuneration or gain by the veteran 
but only if the veteran’s annual income 
from sources other than such earnings 
would, taken alone, not result in the 
termination of the veteran’s pension. 

(a) A veteran who participates in a 
vocational training program under 38 
U.S.C. chapter 15 is eligible for the one- 
time 3 year retention of hospital care, 
nursing home care and medical serv-
ices benefits at any time that the vet-
eran’s pension is terminated by reason 
of income from the veteran’s employ-
ment. 

(b) A veteran who does not partici-
pate in a vocational training program 
under 38 U.S.C. chapter 15 is eligible for 
the one-time 3 year retention of hos-
pital care and medical services benefits 
only if the veteran’s pension is termi-
nated by reason of income from the 
veteran’s employment during the pe-
riod February 1, 1985 through January 
31, 1989. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524, 1525, 1516) 

[51 FR 19330, May 29, 1986. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21965, May 13, 1996] 

OUTPATIENT TREATMENT 

§ 17.92 Outpatient care for research 
purposes. 

Subject to the provisions of § 17.101, 
any person who is a bona fide volunteer 
may be furnished outpatient treatment 
when the treatment to be rendered is 
part of an approved Department of Vet-
erans Affairs research project and 
there are insufficient veteran-patients 
suitable for the project. 

[35 FR 11470, July 17, 1970. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21965, 21967, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.93 Eligibility for outpatient serv-
ices. 

(a) VA shall furnish on an ambula-
tory or outpatient basis medical serv-
ices as are needed, to the following ap-
plicants under the conditions stated, 
except that applications for dental 
treatment must also meet the provi-
sions of § 17.161. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712) 

(1) For compensation and pension ex-
aminations. A compensation and pen-
sion examination shall be performed 
for any veteran who is directed to have 
such an examination by VA. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 111 and 501) 

(2) For adjunct treatment. Subject to 
the provisions of §§ 17.36 through 17.38, 
medical services on an ambulatory or 
outpatient basis shall be provided to 
veteans for an adjunct nonservice-con-
nected condition associated with and 
held to be aggravating a disability 
from a disease or injury adjudicated as 
being service-connected. 

(b) The term ‘‘shall furnish’’ in this 
section and 38 U.S.C. 1712 (a)(1) and 
(a)(2) means that, if the veteran is in 
immediate need of outpatient medical 
services, VA shall furnish care at the 
VA facility where the veteran applies. 
If the needed medical services are not 
available there, VA shall arrange for 
care at the nearest VA medical facility 
or Department of Defense facility (with 
which VA has a sharing agreement) 
that can provide the needed care. If VA 
and Department of Defense facilities 
are not available, VA shall arrange for 
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